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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

In the history of §akta philosophical literature, the
place of Tripura Rahasya, Jfiana Khanda, is
undoubtedly unique. Though it is true that the work

tisaffiliated to a particular section of Sikta culture, viz.
Tripura Sundari or Lalita, it must be remembered
that the philosophybears on it no sectarian stamp and
is thus altogether colourless, not only in its approach
to Religion but also in its intellectual set up.

Scholars have always felt thatin the systematic
presentation of Indian Philosophic thought the Sakta
Schools have as yet found no adequate recognitions
Not only Madhavacharya, the author of the Sarva-
darsanasangraha, buteven the modern exponents
of different schools have ignored altogether the S kta
view point, This is due, I believe, toa lack, not of
traditional exposition, but of a deep and wide appreci-
ation of the half-forgotten ancient texts which lie scat-

tered over widely varied areas and are not even syste-

matically studied. I suppose the time has come when’

a careful study of these has to be undertaken in right

earnest.
A careful student of ancient Tantric texts is aware

of the fact that the Supreme Reality, though in Itself
and in a special sense incomprehensible to the human
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mind as such, is yet self-revealed to a seeker who has
got rid of the fetters of mind and has attained to a
state of Full Self-realisation under Divine Grace. This
Reality is Transcendent and yet Immanent, being
beyond Spanda and Aspanda,and yet embracing both
as One. Spanda is dynamic and 4spanda is Static.
The Supreme Reality is One (and is perhaps even
beyond the sense of Cneness)in which Motion and
Rest as two mutually opposed incommensurables have
no meaning. Knowing this fully well the Saivas as
such lay emphasis on the Siva aspect which in itselfis
static but is always associated with the dynamic

principle, whereas the Saktas lay stress on the Sakti

aspect which isdynamic but has always the static

background. One without the other is inconceivable.

The Tantric literature records the lines of thought
of both these schools. Itis high ‘time that a careful
study of these divergences of outlook should be made.
The Tripura Rahasya represents the line which
emphasises the Sakta view, which suggests that Para
Sakti represents Parama-Prakasa or Para Siva and
is in a sense one with It, while the other view which
is represented by other thinkers, assumes Para Siva
as Mahi-Prakida i. e. the Supreme Truth and is
always associated with Para Sakti. Somananda in

his commentary (Vivriti) on Para Triméika repre-
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sents one view and in his Sivadyisti represents the
other,

- The Krama school* and the Mahartha or Maha-
Naya school, including the various schools of
Kulamnaya and Bhairavigama, represent different
shades of orientation, The Kaula Sutras associated
with Durviasas and the Sakts Sutras of Agastya
have not yet been studied, In subsequent ages
Punyinanda and Svatantrananda made their own con-
tributions to the study as a whole. Those who have
studied the Anuttara or Niruttara M rga in its diffe-
rent phases, especially in the form presented by Abhi-

nava Gupta, are aware that in the history of deeper

* The Krama school as analogous to the Trika school of Kash-
mir is well known. Jayaratha (Commentary on Tantraloka, 1V,
148) calls the Trika Kramanaya-sodarah, It bad an extensive
literature, e, g. Krama Sutras, Krama Stotra and its commentary
Kramokeli by Abhinava, Krama Vasana by the Parama Guru of
Mahegvarinanda, Karama Sadbhava, Krama Siddhi, Kramodaya
ete, This school Is !associated with the Kgzli cult
in which the Para Svmvid is conceived as Kala-Sankarsini. The
Samvid, before It reveals Itself in a Fixed Form as Pramatri,
Pramgna and Prameyé, is pure. It shines forth as it swallows up
the taint of Kgla. Though It is one with Svatman, It appears as
other. Its manifestation as many is due to Its Freedom (Svatan-
trya). Its function is to alienate Itself and show what is without
as one with Itself and passing through a graded process to reveal
it in the end as no other than Its own Self. The difference between
Krama and Pratyabhijfia systems, though very subtle. has its own
significance. Tripura Rahasya may shed some light on a correct
interpretation of this difference.
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Indian Thought it has an originality of its own, The
contribution of Virapaksa, the teacher of the Pafichae
$uka, is unique. Even Safkara, the author of the
Saundaryalahars and Gaudapada, the author of the
Subhagodaya Stuti, have their own view points. All
these thought currents have to be studied and com=
pared in order thatit may be possible to evolve a
system of Sakta thought in ancient India in its diffe-
rent, but mutually related, aspects,

I hope the re-appearance of Jiigna Kanda of
Tripurd Rahasya in print will pave the way for a
regular and systematic study of Sakta philosophical
thought, Itis needless to add that the study of Sakta
Philosophy is really a study of Advayavada as such.
In early Indian Buddhism, specially in its Mahayanic
and post-Mahayanic forms, either in Madhyamika or
in Yogachara garb, we are familiar with the cult of
Sakti, either as Prajfiaparamitz or inany other form,
which revealed Advayavada in its purest essence,
The study of Vajrayoga and of Sahaja Marga illus-
trates this fact. As in Buddhism, so in non-Buddhist
agamic thought,

Varanasi, }

15-12-1964 GOPINATH KAVIRA]




PREFATORY NOTE
( First Eduition )

It is well known that Madhavachirya’s Sarva Dar-
¢ana Sahgraha, which claims to supply a summary of
the philosophical doctrines of all the systems of In-
dian Thought, has left out many schools, The Sarva-
siddhantasangraha attributed to Sankaracharya fares
no better in this respect. Of the neglected schools the
dakta or the Tantric system holds the foremost posi-
tion. Though the Sgkta system is very rich in its
literature its philosophical status does not seem to
have yet been clearly demonstrated any where. The
Tripurarahasya, which is now published, represents a
brilliant attempt in this direction,

It will be found on close examination of the con-
tents of the work that this $akta Dardana is very clo-
sely connected with the Spanda and Pratyabhijiia
schools of Kashmir. The work is divided into three
parts or khandas, viz. Mahatmya, Jfiana and Itihasa.
The Jfiana section is now given out, and after it is
completed it will be followed by the Mihatmya sec-
tion. The Itihasa portion does not appear to be avai-
lable in Northern India. Itis hoped that it is not enti-
rely lost, and will one day be found in an unexpected
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Quarter. But till itis discovered we must rest con-

tent with these two volumes only which throw a flood

of light ona dark and obscure chapter in the History
of Indian Philosophy,

For those who want to have a special knowledge
of the philosophical aspects of Tantric Culture | would
recommend a systematic study of the Saktisﬁtra,
Paradurima Kalpastitra, Vamakegvara Tantra, Tantra-
raja, Bhﬁvanopanisad, &c and the works of Bhéskara
Raya & others, It is needless to add that a familiarity
with the Kashmirian $aiva literature will be greatly
helpful in connection with these studies,

The present edition of the work is prepared from
a single Ms. belonging to the Government Sanskrit
Library, Benares. As it was generally a correct manus-

cript it has not given rise to much trouble in textual
determination.%

I conclusion I must gratefully express my indeb-
tedness to Sj. Gopal chandra Bhattacharya who has
kindly helped me in reading the proofs and otherwise
seeing the book through the press.

Sanskrit College, } GOPINATH KAVIRA]J,
Benaras,

* Fot purpose of the revised second edition the following mate-
rials have been used : —
(%) The Manuskript noted above, no, 51353,

(@) The printed edition, published from Belgaum in 1:94 (from
my personal collection),

(1) Sarasvati Bhavana manuscript no. 63388 and
(%) Sarasvati Bhavana manuscript no. 24960 (K C.)




INTRODUCTION

Itis a truism that every system of theocratic cul-
ture in India has behind it a consistently evolved
system of philosophic thought. Itis difficult, in the
present state of our knowledge, to have a definite
idea of the number of such systems in ancient and
mediaeval times and even of the extent of literature
comprised under each, Continued progress in re-
searches in this field is likely to yield fresh materials
favourable to the better understanding of the true his-
tory and philosophic value of these systems. The
work published in this series under the name of
“Tripurarahasya” (Jfiana Khanda) forms indeed a
highly important document in the History of Indian
Philosophy, so far as the system of a section of the
Sakta Tantra is concerned, and should be aprreciated
from that point of view,

The systematisation of Tantric Philosophy, on its
Sakta side, does not seem to have yet been seriously
attempted, The Sarva Dardana Safhgraha of Madhavi-
chirya ignores the Sikta School altogether, So do
the other compendia, earlier and later (e. g. Saddar-
$ana Samuchchaya of Haribhadra, Sarvasiddhinta
Sangraha of Sankarachirya etc.). There are different
lines of Sakta culture still in existence and we have

* Thfs appeared in Part 1V of the original edition, (K. C.)
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reason to believe that some at least of these have
preserved the philosophical tradition, The literature
associated with the third Mahavidya, named Sodasi
or Tripura Sundri, is very extensive and presents
several interesting features of Tantrik literature, It is
possible to constructa regular philosophy of the school
out of the materials available to us and in this work
of reconstruction the present treatise will it is hoped
prove to be substantially helpful.

The Tripurarahasya, which claims to treat of the
secrets of the Tripura Cuture in all its aspects, is said
to consist of three sections (with 12000 verses) viz.
Mzhatmya, Jfiana and Charya, The ]Jfidna Khanda
appears in the following pages ina new edition.*
The Mahatmya Khanda, of which (as of the

Jaana Khanda) we have an original manuscript

in the Government Sanskrit College Benares,
was entrusted for publication to the publi-
shers of the Chowkhambha Sanskrit Series, Benares.
The Third Section is apparently lost, no trace of
it having yet been found. It isan extensive work, of
which the first two sections contain 2163 and 6687

verses respectively.

# This section was originally [published in open leaves. But
the edition has become scarce and the growing interest in Indian
philosophical thought has rendered a republication of the text

necessary.
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The work is attributed to one Haritayara and the
commentary called Tatparyadipika is from the pen of
one Dravida Sri Nivasa, son of Vaidyanatba Diksita,
resident of the village of Mahapuskara in the Dravida
country. The commentary was composed in 4932
Kali Era (1831 A. D, ). The textisin 22 chapters,

The book is in the form of a discourse delivered
by Haritayana to Narada. This discourse professes to
be a reproduction of the teachings of Dattitreya to
Paragurima and claims to be based on personal reali-
sation and reason.

The plan of the work may be thus summed up:
Paragurama having heard Dattatreya’s lectures on the
greatness of the Supreme Deity Tripura Sundari
as embodied in the Mahatmya Khanda expressed a
desire to the Master to be enlightened on the methods
of worship for propitiating the Goddess. He was sub-
sequently initiated in due form into the mysteries of
Tripura worship and practised penances for 12 years,
under instructions from his tutor, at a hermitage on
the Mahendra hill in the South. In the course of his
spiritual exercises the ultimate problems of life and
reality began to trouble his mind, and being unable to
reach a solution himself he betook himself to the feet
of his Guru for light and guidance, He had already
heard a teaching on the subject from Samvarta, the
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great Avadhita, on his discomfiture by Rama Chandra
in the Trets age, but he had not been able to realise
it at the time. He requested the Master to explain
to him the secrets of Samvarta’s lessons, so that his
doubts might be dispelled for ever. Dattatreya’s res-
ponse to Parasurama’s question, interspersed with
Paradurdma’s cross-questions here and there, consti-
tutes the body of the Jiana Khanda. It would thus
appear that the text of the Tripura Rahasya, which
embodies the teachings of Haritayana to Narada, re-
presents an old traditional lore of secret science origi-
nally revealed by Samvarta and subsequently ex-
pounded by Dattatreya to Parasurama.

The name Paradurima stands eminent among the
votaries of Tripuri. The Kalpa >ttra, treating of the
secrets of the Tripura worship in ten Khandas and
containing 335 Sitras, is attributed to Paradurama
who is described as a scion of the family of Bhrgu,
a discipline of Siva and the son of Jamadagni and
Renuka, This description of Paragurama implies
that the Paradurama of the Tripura Rahasya is be-
lieved to be identical with the author of the Kalpa
Sttras, though Pandit A. Mahadeva Sastri has, per--
haps rightly, questioned this identity.# The tradition

% Preface to the edition of the Kalpasitras of Paragurgma
as published in the Gackwad’s Oriental Series, No. 22, in 1923
(p. VIII).
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has it that Dattatreya was the author of a Samhita
~work in 18000 verses which was known under his own
name (viz. Datta Samhita). Paragurima studied the
extensive work and, to bring its contents within easy
reach of students, summarised it in a body of Sttras
distributed into 50 sections ( Khandas ), This con-
tained 6000 Siitras. The Samhita and the Sgtra
were both summed up, in the form of a dialogue bet-
ween Dattatreya and Paragurama, by Sumedh; (pupil
of Paragurama). This tradition is found recorded in
the Tripurarahasya, Mahatmya Khanda,

It is evident that the work of Sumedbs, who was
of the Harita family and consequently known as Hari-
tayana, is really to be identified with the Tripura-
rahasya itself rather than with the Kalpasgtras of
Parasurima, as LakSmana Ranade has done,* because
the Paragurama Kalpa Sgtra is not in the shape of a
dialogue between Datta and Paradurama and is not
attributed to Sumedha, whereas the Tripurirahasya
has the form of a §imilar dialoguet and is ascribed to

Sumedha- Hiaritayana.

% Preface to Paragjrgma Kalpasgtras, P, X. ,
t P. Lakgmapa was well aware of the weakness of his argument,j
for he admits that the Kalpa Sgtras is not in a dialogue form.
He adds however that the concluding passage of the work shows

that it is a dialogue between the Master and his pupil (Ibid)
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The line of Tripura worship is represented by seve-
ral teachers. We have already referred to Datta-
treya and Para§urama. The names of Durvasas,
Agastya, Lopamudra and several others may be added
in this connection. Durvasas is associated with the
authorship of a ufym: @@=t of the Goddess, where he
is described in the colophon as @wammrar. Nitya-
nanda, who wrote a commentary on the obove Stotra,
says that Durvasas alias Krodha Bhattiraka is really
identical with Siva Himself, who is the Master of the
teachers of all the Agamas (@F@NErIEaFad ), as
born from the womb of Anustya.

The Supreme Goddess is variously named—
as Tripura, Sundari, Lalita, Sodad, Sri Vidya, Kame-
évé.ri, etc. She is called Tripura, in as much as Her
Body consists of three Saktis, viz. Brahmi, Vaispavi
and Raudri,* The Tripurarahasya speaks of Her

in the following terms :

frguaragFedsqsiiyt sdarfa | |
ai fufa: ade: qut ef=gghasiam, 1

As thus realised Sheis the Eternal and Supreme

p. X). But it must be pointed out that there appears to be nothing

in the text of the Sitras to warrant this inference,
1% 9g FaMHIEEaFadl arq T o
<
HITINAGHI: FITIERFEIgatar agrgf, etc.

#* See Puragcharygrnava, Sundarz Stava (p. 20)
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Truth beyond all limitations consequent on time and
place, She is the essence of Chaitanya and is called
Lalits owing to Her transcendent charms. The Sakti
Sangama Tantra observes that it is this Lalita which
assumed the form of Krgna as Puruga*,

Sundari is one of the ten Mahavidyas (Mundamala
Tantra, Patala-1). It is said (Ibid ) that the ten
Vidyas combined form a Mahavidya, but Sodasdiis a
Mahavidys by Herself, The Todala Tantra (Patala-1)
calls Mah3 Tripura Sundari by the name of Pafichami
with Siva (five-faced ) as Her Bhairava. The Sakti
Sangama however ( Purascharyarnpava, pp 13-14)
makes LaliteSvara Her Bhairava. This is different
from Tripura Bhairava (or Vikarala, the companion of
Chhinna) and Ghora Bhairava (i.e. Kala Bhairava,
the companion of Dhiimavati).

II

The system teaches that the Supreme Reality is

of the nature of Pure Intelligence, which is self-lumi-

» Ferfagran afear J&ar FsufyEe | etc,

This'is the view of the Sakti Sangama Tantra. Buf in the
Vaignavism associated withthe name of Sri Chaitanya, Lalitg is
represented, not as identical with Kygna—which position is reser-
ved for Rzdhg,-but as a Sakti, whose function is to preside over the
Nikunja, where the eternal sport of the Divine Couple takes place
and from where all are shut out. Cf. Rzdhgtattvasudhgnidhi for

further particulars,
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nous and unaffected by the limitations of time, space
and causality. It has absolute freedom ( T &ard+>4 )
in as much as its Power or Will (@gev) is unrestric-
ted. This Power is really identical with the Essence
of Chaitanya and remains either involved in it or ex-
presses itself as its inalienable property. In the tech-
nical phraseology of the Sastra it is known as Vimarsa
or Kriy3, and is an eternal attribute of Chaitanya. The
freedom referred to above implies that the Essence
of Consciousness is free from vikalpas and is funda-
mentally distinct from matter, The Chaitanya is free,
as itdoes not depend on anything else for its own
revelation or for the revelation of matter.

The Power exists in a two-fold condition. What
is génerally known as creation or dissolution is in rea-
lity consequent on the manifestation of this Power or
of its abeyance. Italways functions, but its function
is sometimes (e. g. during the creative period) expre-
ssed as the manifestation of the Universe till now ab-
sorbed in and identified with the Essence of Reality
and at other times expressed as Self-manifestation

alone. - :
The Supreme Reality ofthe Agamas would thus

seem to differ in a sense from the Brahman of Vedanta.
Though: both areesseatially of the nature of Intelli-

gence there is a fundamental distinction between the

two, The Absolute of the Tantra is endowed with
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Power which is held to be identical with Itself and by
virtue of which It is described as the Free Agent
(eage: %al). Freedom to act forms the essence of
Chaitanya. In other words, according to the Tantric
viewpoint, Siva and Sakti are aspects of one and the
same Reality. But in the current non-dualistic school
of Vedinta Brahmar, which as in Tantras is described
as of the nature of Pure Consciousness, is no better
than an action-less Locus (=fastw ), on which the
Power, which is attached to It mysteriously and is
neither identical with, nor distinct from It, plays. It
is conceived as a Pitha or passive background in rela-
tion to the active power operating onit. The Sakti,
called Maya in the Vedanta School, is not thus of the
nature of Brahman but is material (Ifqas#1g), though
it is held to be, of course mysteriously, subservient to
it, But as conceived in the Tantra Sakti or Pure Free-
dom is absolutely non material. The term Chit Sakti

used to denote this power implies its spiritual essence,

What in the Tantrasis known as SI@NIG or the
manifestation of a Non-ego (F«g¥Ara) within the Pure
Ego ( ggIeRT ) but appearing as external to it is the
Radical Nescience (g®rfaan) of Vedanta. This Non-ego
is the so called Avyakta (Unmanifest) or Jada Sakti
(Matter). Butthe Freedom or the Spiritual Power
(Chit Sakti) of the Lord, as described in the Tantras,
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is beyond the Nescience referred to above, and to this

Power the Advaita Vedanta seems to be a stranger.

In as muchas the Avidya itself or the Material
Power is an outcome of the Spiritual Power which is
the ultimate source of all existence ‘there is no dis-
crepancy in the statement, often found in the Tantric
Literature, that this Power has three distinct states

of its existence:—

(a) During the universal dissolution when the Self
is free from all vikalpas the Sakti exists as Pure Chit
Sakti or Chit Prakriti,

(b) When the vikalps are on the point of merging—
when though there is no vikalpa as such there isyet a
tendency in the direction of vikalpas—the Sakti is
called Maya Sakti or Jada Prakrti.

(c) But when the vikalpas are fully developed
and materiality becomes dense the Sakti appears
as Avidya.

It has already been observed that the appearance

of the universe follows upon the self-expression of v

the Divine Power and the Cosmic End follows from
the withdrawal of the self-~same Power.
After the period of Cosmic Night is over the Will

of the Lord, in co-operation withthe mature adrstas of &

Jivas, manifests only partially, as it were, the Essence
of the Self, whereby the Self is revealed as limited,
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The partial appearance of the Self as thus occurring
{s known as slenawi®, because such appearance
implies the manifestation of what may be described
as empty space which is other than the Self,
Remembering that Chaitanya is all-embracing
and can have nothing outside it—for if there were
any such thing it would not shine out and would there-
for be non-existent—what is popularly called the
external is indeed only a reflection on Chaitanya
as on a mirror. When the universe comes into
being it does so as only an image within the
unique Self.  The universe as such is varied but un-
derlying it is the pure and simple unity of Chéitnya
revealing itself to the eye of diligent search (SIg&@=a1).
The manifestation of the universe, due to the Free Will
(%a19¥59) of the Absolute, is thus a process of Abhasa,
—and for the initiation of this process nothing beyond
the play of the Will is needed. The material and effi-
cient causes, supposed to be necessary for every
product, are held unnecessary.

The peculiar metaphysical position of the Tantra
consists in the theory of Abhisa, which is consistent
with this position. It rejects the Vivartavada of
Neo-Vedanta, because the world is not originally a
false appearance due to Error, It is realin the same

way as an image is real, but it has no existence
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apart from the medium in which it is manifested,

Its existence is only the existence of the medium.

To the Vedantist the world appears as such to the

ignorant owing to his ignorancc and in the last
analysis it is resolved into Maya which is not identical
with Brahman and is material; but to a Tantrist the
world is real and is the expression of the Chit S’akti
or Free Will of the Lord and is really spiritual in
essence like the Lord Himself, In the last resort
it turns back into the Chit §’akti which is never
withdrawn, for the Will (€ara¥sa) remains, even after
the world has disappeared. The Veddnta system has
had to fall back on the doctrine of Vivarta, because it
denies in a sense €9 to Pure Chaitanya.
The first stadium of creation is thus an Abhgsa.
The second stage which represents the subsequent
condition shows how the Chit Sakti, already appearing
(Iwr@ara) in the Pure Chaitanya, further progresses.
Maya emerges onthe scene now and the Vivartais the
logical outcome. The third stage marks how Maya
becomes productive. This is the Parinama or Evolution
which gets on till the bhitas spring into manifestation
The fourth stage which represents creation out of the
bhiitas is known as Arambha or the physico-chemical
process of genesis, From the supreme stand-point of
Tantra however the entire Creation is an Abhasa,
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The appearance of limitation is thus emergence
of not-self, known as Avidyd or Jada Sakti, called
also by the name of Void (¥#a). or Prakriti or
Absolute Negation or Darkness (@®:) or Akaga,
This is the first stage in the order of creation and
represents the first limitation imposed on the Limitless.*
The erroneous belief, generated through the Freedom
of the Lord=the Self-that the Ego is partial (¥%3{a®)
and not full and universal (9 ), is responsible for
the appearance of this Something which being a
portion of the Self is yet outside of it and free from
self-consciousness and is described as not-self or by

any other name as shown above.

Thus the Supreme Reality splits itself spontan-
eously, as it were, into two sections—one appearing as
the subject and the other as the object. The Purna-
hantg which is the essence of Supreme Reality dis-
appears after this cleavage: the portion to which
limited egoism attaches being the subject and the
other portion free from egoism the object. The object

as thus making its appearance is the Unmanifest

% It should always be borne in mind that the Absolute suffers
no change, not even when through its power it assumes limitation.
It remains always pure and undivided, although to those whose

vision is dimmed it appears as multiple.
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(o153%) Nature from which the entire Creation ema-
nates and which is perceived by the subject as distinct

from itself.

It has been observed that Chaitanya is of
the nature of self-luminous Light (¥gaasa),
which may either shine on Itself ( ®a1Ea1), in which
caseitis known as Ahanta or I-ness may rest on
the Non-ego ( srareqt ) and express itself as Idanta
or This-ness, The essence of Chaitanya consists in the
fact that the light ( 9%1@ ) is always confined to itself,
This universal Ego or ‘I’ stands behind all dualism.
The Supreme Ego is universal, as there is nothing
to limit (ufs3g) or to differentiate (3aEfA )
it, and the entire visible universe exists in identity
with it. Butthis characteristic by its very nature is
absent from Matter ( i€ ), which is not self-mani-
fest. Just as light and heat co-exist in fire, in the same -
way universal Ahanta and Fresdom or Sakti co-exist
in Chaitanya. This freedom is Maya which though

-essentially identical with Chaitanya ( f9¥%®T ) brings.
out varieties of an infinite kind, but which in bringing
out this variety which does not in the least swerve

from the Essence.

Theappearance ofthe Universe in Pure Chaitanya
is the action of Avidya, which has three distinct
stages 3
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(a) The first is the germinal state (disnaur), when
the material power, which is still in its earliest phase of
manifestation, is pure. Matter does not assert itself at
this stage and consequently there is no differentiation
in experience. In other words, it does not yet appear
as distinct from Chaitanya, though potentially it exists.
This stage is rqpresented by the five pure Tattvas,
viz, Siva, Sakti, Sadasiva, $uddha Vidya and

Idvara.

(i) The Avidya, which has been described
above as being the Chaitanya in its limited
appearance as an object external to the subject
is called Siva, In pure Chaitanya, owing to the
play of Its own Will, an infinite qnumber of
limited aspects ( €ai®ls ) arises. These 'are mutually
distinct. From this point of view to every limited
aspect of Chit there is a corresponding object external
to it ( ST@MMIE ), but to the Unlimited Chit or Pure
Self [ ‘{\Iﬁ syreat = g | there is no externality, The
Universal (GIR179) common to all the pure and limited
Chit aspects referred to above is called Siva Tattva,
This Tattva is thus a Samanya holding within it all
the Viesas. but Para &iva or Pure Selfis transcendent
and above both Bamanya and Visea. Hence Siva

Tattva may be more properly described as Pure

Chaitanya in its general but conditioned form, free




e et i

(18 )
from all vikalpas and is to be distinguished from the
Absolute proper.

(i) The appearance of Siva (uftfsgm fafd-
%eif¥q) as =g is called Sakti,  Although
this self-presentative character (wgurga) is in
the essence of Chit, so that there can be in
fact no differentiation between Siva and Sakti as such,
the Chit is nevertheless known as Siva in sofar as
it is free from all videsas and as Sakti by virtue of
its characteristic self-awareness ( SIEa1Ed ).

(iii) When the  self-presentation ( mguraq)
is no longer confined to the Self but is extended
to the not-self or the object (Halwil) external
to the Self it is known as Sadasiva. This state
marks the identification of the Self with the
not-self in the form ‘‘=gAa 53" and indicates predo-
minance of spirit over matter.

(iv) But when matter prevails and the conscious-
ness assumes the form “ggq =Y’ the state is techni-
cally called I§vara,

(v) The term Suddha Vidya is reserved for the
state which represents an equality in the presentation
of the subjective and objective elements in

consciousness.

(b) The second stage in the evolution of
Avidya, described as TGUAEAT, represents a further
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development of difference or materiality, when the
subtle products of matter and spirit make their appea-
rance. In this mixed condition both spirit and matter
are equally predominant and the seven mixed (fasr)
tatt\;as, viz, Maya, Kala, Vidya, Raga,Kala and Niyati

reveal themselves,

i) The confirmation of difference due tothe Free
Will of the Supreme, which characterises the second
stage, has the effect of reversing the normal relation
between spirit and matter. Thus while in the first
stage described above Spirit or Chit Sakti dominates
matter or JadaSakti which exists in a rudimentary state,
merged in spirit or Self] the second stage shows the
preponderance of matter over spirit. Consciousness
loses its supremacy and becomes a quality inherent
in the material s@Bject. All this is due to the emer-
gence and development of Agagey in Chaitanya. This
material subject—which is matter prevailing over spirit
and related to it as a substance to its quality—is
called Maya.

ii-vi) The five aspects of Maya are the five so called
K afichukas whichare the five eternal Saktis of Para
&iva in a limited form. The obscuring power of Maya

acts as a veil as it were upon the Omnipotence,Omnis-

cience, Self-contentment, Eternity and Freedom
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of the Supreme Self and thus acting is known as Kalg,
Vidya, Raga, Kala and Niyati respectively.

vii) The Pure Self as obscured by Maya and its
fivefold activities appears as Puruga with its limita-

tions of action, knowledge, contentment, eternity and
freedom.

(c) The third or grossest stage in the evolution of
Avidya is represented by the dense products of the
mixed tattvas, where matter is overwhelmingly strong,
This stands for the group of the twenty four tattvas
from the Primary Prakriti down to Prithivi, consti-
tuting the material order,

Prakriti, with which the lower creation begins,
is indeed the assemblage (&#f8) of the Vasanas of all
persons with various and beginningless Karmans : it
may be fitly described as the body of the Karman
Samskaras of the Jivas, considered as inhering in Chit
Sakti or Self. This Karma vasana or Prakriti is
threefold according as the experience which is the
moral outcome of this vasang is pleasant pr painful or
of the nature of a comatose condition in which neither

pleasure nor pain is felt,.

The Vasanas exist in a twofold condion, as Avya-
kta when they lic unmanifest in dreamless sleep or as
Chitta when they manifest themselves in dreams and

wakeful states, In the dreamless state there can be
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no experience of pleasure and pain, because the mature
Karmans having been worked off through experience
the others which are not yet ripe are not ready for
fructification. It is a fact that Karmans, when they
are matured by time cause the Jhana Sakti of the
Conscious Self to move outwards and have contact
with the objective world. Ina state of sleepsuch
movement is naturally absent. But the process of time
during which the sleep continues acts on the Karmans
and matures some of them, so that the Jnana $akti is
allowed to come in touch with the external objects or
with their semblances and the sleep is over. The Sakti
as thus qualified by the body of Karma-vasanas lea-
ding to contact with the objects and consequent enjoy-
ment (W) is known as Chitta.

The Chitta differs according to the difference of
Purusa, but it is one with Prakrti in dreamless sleep.
Thus the Chitta may be viewed as Purusa or as
Prakrti according as the conscious (fafq) or uncons-
cious (%rsqs) element prevails in it. It is not there-
fore a distinct category, but falls either under PuruSa
or under Prakrti.

For further details regarding the philosophical
teachings of the work the curious reader is referred to
the table of contents in Sanskrit. It is hoped the work,
even as it is, will prove useful to students interested in

§akta culture and ancient Indian spiritual discipline.
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