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INTRODUCTION

The following pages represent a very laudable attempt to
unravel the mysteries of the Science of Mantras and of the
Matrikas which constitute their essence.

In ancient cultures of the world—Indian, Jewish (Qabalist),
Pre-Hellenic, Egyptian, Babylonian, Median etc.,—the efficacy
of sound as a potent factor for producing desired results of an
unusual and marvellous type was recognised. In India, how-
ever, not only among the Vedic and Tantric Sadhakas, but also
in outside circles ( e. g. Shabara etc. ), we observe, besides the
appreciation of the potency of sound as a practical subject of
study, a spirit of systematic and careful investigation into the
philosophy of sound in the shape of Mantra. We are reminded
in this context of the wonderful analysis of Vak, Vocal and
supra-Vocal, in our ancient scriptures.

As a matter of fact, the earliest school of yogic discipline
is traditionally identified with the Way of Bhairava ( Srotas),
which is based on a hidden knowledge of ai#, combining in
itself the elements of knowledge and action both. Itis techni-
cally known as the path of #¥geg, which is logically prior to
g1 and f&ar.

Itisa pleasure to find that the writer of the present book
took up this obscure but most important study and has laid the
interested world under a deep debt of obligation by the publi-
cation of the results of his researches in this field. His work
consists of eight chapters as follows :—

The first chapter is more or less of an introductory nature.
It deals with the meanings of the words d= and @17w and furni-
shes a short bibliography of the earliest literature from diffe-
rent points of view. The next two chapters, called snaugg=<4,
sum up the main teachings of the Tantras on the conception of
1% _and on its different varieties. In this connection he has
given a brief and admirable exposition of @g=ar which is
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the quickening spirit’in every #=a. It may be observed that
a1§ as a symbol represents not only the entire field of Matrikas
manifested from s to ¥ as a series of discrete forces, following
one another in succession, but also their emergence as a self-
aware continuum, holding within it the entire creation as one
with itself.

The two chapters which follow discuss on the different
aspects of argar with their outer menifestation as phonic rays
popularly known as ad or letters of the alphabet. The sixth
chapter dwells on the way in which the development of the
Matrika Varnas is effected. The seventh chapter of the book
treats of the aforesaid Varnas and the objects developed by
them. So far an attempt has been made to give a detailed ana-
lysis, on the basis of ancient texts, of the question of #g#r in
its different phases. The eighth and concluding chapter contains
a very interesting discourse on the philosophy of w=. Here
we find a short but useful summary of several facts regarding
this philosophy, including their classification, their defects, the
method of removing these defects etc.

The writer has based his work on older Tantric Texts inclu-
ding most of the important works published in the Kashmir
Sanskrit Texts Series and in the Tantric Texts Series of Arthur
Avalon. He has also utilised works like sysac and el
fam® with their commentaries. But he does not seem to have
made much use of the literature of (wwradly, NRa, wga,
FYs, a1 and A schools, including the Hd@ school etc., whose
views on Mantras and Matrikas may in some respects be found
to be useful, not only as original but also as supplementary
contributions.

#-azfs has a very important part to play in the spiritual
regeneration of man. The status of the soul influenced by
asaxifs, differs substantially from that attained by it, without
such 3fsh. Matrika as an integral power is really the name of
gxidi®, which is identical with the unique consciousness of the
Supreme Self or ytafyg and may be justly represented as His
Free Will (#@5a ). As gumigsal it serves as the Matrix of
world manifestation in the sense in which the One realizes Itself
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as many, and realizes the many as verily the One. There is
nothing to stand in its way. But to an ordinary human soul
tainted by a®, it is the basic factor in the genesis of Vikalpas
in the mind, and as such it is intimately associated with the so-
called six psychic centres in the human organism. From this
point of view, w1gar functions properly only after the obscura-
tion ( fa0q17 ) of the Lordship of the Atman has been effec-
ted by its self-alienation in the beginning of Creation.

The knowledge of an ordinary man is invariably coloured
by the play of the Matrikas—a &isfta geat 913 =2 F=qgmaza.
The aim of a=a&194r1, as of every other Sadhana, is to neutralize
the effects of Matrikas, so that the attainment of fafasevs mi=
may become possible. For this the primal necessity is that the
775 should be potent and living—it should not be merely a
string of dead letters, but should be infused with the freshness
of vitality inherent in srgsat. This process implies an act of ene-
rgizing and must be attained by any means. It is a difficult
subject and requires close study and careful practice under the
guidance of a competent Master.

I am hopeful that the study of this small book, though it
may be of a preliminary character, will awaken an intelligent
interest in spiritual-minded people and help them in pursuing
the subject further with greater and greater thoroughness.

Sigra, -
Varanasi . Gopinath Kaviraj
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3. The extent of the ‘Tantra Shastra’ may in a small degree
be made apparent by a reference to the groups (of 64 Tantras
each ) which have been assigned to the regions known as
‘Vishnu-Kranta, Ratha-Kranta and Ashva-Kranta’. The follo-
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AT 6y gu sqA TEsT g1 99 7 fagg §1 qawifaq sAr
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q. sAF=ATaferar aisex fazarcned wfq gt |
ar axi wfawi 38 afgwa wgaug n es U
drdo E{o ATo
R. 88 @9 QI framsanfzsfafragegaearafgen: aaen gt
qUAIRAT AT IFIA TF 9% q79, § U9 9 eqeqra-arfgzaqa-
fawatay: yau fraafesaal ecasaawaafa
arAERISfaasF, go vy
3. agfacgfeaar® aur 7 a1 @: gwmafeacatang: |
gt frg: ayfeaifagiega at seeafaat =3 faat o <
fagmaaafasr, vo fana
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fam-fam el ¥ araFant ol qrsaacal 1 99% 99% 7
¥ geom famar § 1 gfeewz & g7 91 & agfa @mar sfaa g
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EIEED ar=a
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TFEY fag

fargad-a qued w37 fafa auar sa1 F3 17 &1 ‘wwenfeaam w9
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9. ( 5 ) afieFzaewifasr ¥ Stag ‘g3w’ nfe Rzl §
gfsg awt & ar=al &1 faar fasar g s 9gs 99U d I8
fwm 21

( & ) eFAGUY, AA@E-FAIFGE, Fo 3 § ar=al F1
guiT fareq §

R. gfaagidifa qearfy grarafa g=9g )

FAREICY FAY  AFTAY gFd 11§ N
arafiggfesaiot qizamt Fgszaq |
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‘qiEaifas AAT F AT A0, TAF T F Aenataa, gug-
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g7 17 gag ¥ ed 3 # wifad g1ar § « i gIazy ¥ sged
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gIEqT+d SATHIART Sl MOAIX § I8 FAF Aq+g FT A9 S &
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SFTT ATT FZA Y A6 TZU FT AT g | gag™ § w15 & fage
Wl 9+ AY S T ST 37 &7 997 qgT g | Say  IAT
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q. STEHITAFEY AT 3G qAAATAGA: N 4 0
aareAT gvimifFae argdarfsfaga o
areagidgs ¥ feaar § aifwasaa: v n
gemifgfasiar aieafegsdaa: i
TFITRAA, 9 9IS
. grearearagrafensay aagfe gda: nwg n
AMANIACAF:  TUEIAGRT T GEHE: |
gefamasar S7al: 99 EIEIHFAG 1| &9 1
TEATSIF, & ATo
3. 919 § I arg agaAfagma: |
T3FEo Rq TWIF, © 92T
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TeTo Rq IWIF, § 9T |
Y. gamied g FusTar Arag wagq oA n 3R
FgIH fAgiT g g9a: qgT: TA: |
T § 9TH
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& =@ w1 9 FRar 741 W, 99 H1 £ WA AT G | yHey
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10T & fAga g1 &1 3597 €T A9 & IS Al 53T FT GIAET
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wgEg qaharsat wag avafufy |
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arfwegagfadfa sia amay fadad
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qT: ST FAATIEAT FT FAT § | JFSTT H FAA: S{IT I+ F7 TH-
U FST &1 NG Frar § 1° agh g7z gfe € ot fafs g,
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ad & ad § fagwE w©h ) fFEd & sgammisdiser § faay
¥aTg SATAIX 99l & | g6 &1 @weq § @we qufafosr § g
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g=afkd 1T & F1XO ‘FA1gq eI AU FFT AT § | TG AEHAS
as gaar Ifaq Tgar §, w0 o7 seq ALY grar—
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9. SOTAIRST 41 FugEAATES: fegaq |
FEASISAS: FEA: 9T TGS @ FLAT 1| 9% N Fo, Alo §
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FEAOHANET  TEASYFUAA |

saw gfa agani: agrgaam: Harg n 28 0
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AZURAFAG &: SHIMEAEHT 0 3¢ 1

YW W qqr WS AN
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an a7
7 REd
T ga
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I GIE
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S, %, " Al
A figeger
Q, Q. ves a?é'ﬁ
&, & fag
FR, F: AT, B FEAT
F, 9,7, 9, gt
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z,3 €8 aq
q 9,849 7 e HET
q,%, 99, d . Fe
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R. A FATSEAW FSIAAT FAFI TAT 1134 11
YSET: FATATAIT 9FVAT T TAfAR
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agfwaifefio: @@ earq garweg Mam | 99991, ¥ 929
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T, 9, T, 9 fag
B, 9, €, Hedl
Z,3,8,% garn
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q,9, 8,37 WHT
T, @, a,q Eqal
Y, 49,8 d T

gufeas Tfaal® & & qa71 71 570 grar § 1 0 q9L ) W
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9. u¥q g g ufaeay agqami 9 geaa |
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- JIGATEA, g9 929, Jo TR-3
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D) g5

g, : ATEHT
q, T HHT

q qaf

B, g

q gea

z,3 fa=r

g LA |
g, faqrar
q, 9,3 AT
) ST
9,9 % q%

T qatarar
T IAANIET
q UL
4,3 - wfqear

) - zafwer
q,q SIs3qET
9,9,8 & ITAUATHAS
# 4,3 ECEi]
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fawaifra g —
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9. Fguaifeesn FiorEl agaiisr @ ar |
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q%3:, m‘mfﬁgﬂ%qaﬁ: TET agY SFIT: 1} W I
So glo, 1T 4z
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5% ai—H, &, &1, T, ¥, S, 4, 7, q, 7
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arg arifs aca qav IRy grag garaf g Sgifaq qrar g1 aead
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T gar qcgaeer garat & fax f99% ) 6@ gy aeg ant &
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9. gEIATUY e rafaasaaTaEaagaifa: eaEaw-
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aromFafga:  @f gavaRAE: 9
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UFFHEAT, qaIgiEar dFI, 9o vo
R. gEan 959 g3 T afgfagarn a9y farglasn
FIAT  FIUGAIAGF@AAT  ATIIRT  ATOIFTHT: |
IR yHBET: HAN FAAT TARABIE 9% |
deg: g=afula avags: € @eaqaEmn A oovo 1
Jo @To, AT 92T

3. The systematization of the script in the Arya Society
was recorded in the Tantras. From this record we find
that the systematization of the script was made in accordance
with sounds relating to the five vedic dieties. Thus we find
the five groups of scripts—the sun, earth, fire, water and sky
groups. The alphabets of sun group are written by the
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guif® &1 graF & Amag aof § o @igzg @17 fqeaar d g
FA: AFA-TZW & JIAT I Ig AF3AF giar g & @ a@ §1 Qo
Tder & sira {5 sgF wex grgs § qAAAraET g ar qg ) 9o
T grgs &1 aifs au afz oifag & a1 90 #1919 FF AT
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at 3y
aq gy afw ww gy
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sun or objects relating to the sun, those of the water group
by reservoirs of water or objects relating to water etc. Each
group comprises eight to nine letters.

The Rigvedic Culture of the pre-historic Indus, p.53
From the above discussions it is evident that the Tantras are
the common source of all the various systems of pictographic
alphabets of the world. Ibid, p.76
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SATET ACqFT  GeW FIT AITF § 1* quiigear & agaex § fagsr
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ufa:, qg gt gar sRefEraveHaquigfadarar garn
qr went W@ed 3afaeg | faafadl, 90 Yo
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